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WASHINGTON, D.C. The Sustainable Buildings
Industry Council (SBIC) presented its 2003 “Best Practice”
Awards at the USGBC’s International Conference
and Expo, which took place on November 12–15, 2002,
in Pittsburgh, Pa. SBIC held a special ceremony on
Wednesday, November 12, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Gerry Braun, Chair of the SBIC Marketing and Promo-
tions Committee, emceed the ceremony. Over 100 con-
ference participants attended this SBIC event.

The “Best Practice” Sustainability Awards recognizes the
exceptional contributions SBIC members are making to
sustainability across the United States. The Awards are
open to all SBIC members, many of whom continue to set
the standard for energy- and resource-efficient design in
America’s buildings.

SBIC recognized the winning projects in five categories:

For information on this year’s
and next year’s awards, contact:

Doug Schroeder
DSchroeder@SBICouncil.org
(202) 628-7400 ext. 210

From left to right: 2003 award winners Allan
Gregg, Uni-Solar; David Schoenhard (front),
PA/DSA Architects; Scott Keller (back), Solar
Components Corporation/Kalwall Corporation;
Cathy Baranger, EDAW (partner to ENSAR
Group); SBIC Chair Greg Franta, ENSAR Group;
Alex Wilson, BuildingGreen; and Mark
Zoeteman, Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber.

I’m thrilled that SBIC has recognized
the hard work of our staff in putting
out Environmental Building News and
our other green building resources.
This sort of recognition from our
peers in the sustainable buildings
field is a huge shot in the arm.

—Alex Wilson
President,

BuildingGreen, Inc.

This year’s awards program was
sponsored by the AMERICAN IRON AND

STEEL INSTITUTE, SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
EDISON COMPANY, THE TRANE COMPANY,
CARDINAL GLASS INDUSTRIES, and the
PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION.
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Sustainable Buildings Industry Council, 1112 16th Street NW, Suite 240, Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 628-7400  (202) 393-5043 (fax)  www.SBICouncil.org

BuildingGreen, Inc., is one of the most trusted sources
for unbiased information about sustainable materials,
practices, and policies. BuildingGreen publishes
Environmental Building News, an important source of news,
analysis, and ideas for many practitioners in the
sustainable buildings field and an essential cornerstone
of every environmental design practice. BuildingGreen’s
Greenspec Directory, Web-based tools and forums, and
Greenbuilding Advisor are invaluable tools for architects
and engineers who want to enhance their knowledge of
sustainable buildings. BuildingGreen recently launched
a groundbreaking suite of online information resources.
(see www.buildinggreen.com for more information about
their tools and products). BuildingGreen’s research
makes it possible for practitioners to make reasonable
choices in the buildings they design, choices that could
have serious environmental consequences if made
without the right information. 

Special Achievement in Communications
Awarded to BuildingGreen, Inc.
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 “I’m thrilled that SBIC has recognized the hard
work of our staff in putting out Environmental
Building News and our other green building
resources,” said Alex Wilson, President of
BuildingGreen. “This sort of recognition from
our peers in the sustainable buildings field is a
huge shot in the arm.”

Innovative Daylighting System
Awarded to Solar Components
Corporation/Kalwall Corporation

For over 25 years, Solar Components  Corpor-
ation has offered a diverse range of products,
including passive solar heating, greenhouses,
aquaculture tanks, and environmental
containers. These products are ideal for school
building designers as well as home builders
and do-it-yourselfers. The system receiving
recognition is Kalwall with Nanogel, which
provides energy-efficient light transmittance,
quality light, high resistance to condensation,
reduced noise levels, and mold and fungus
resistance. The system incorporates a delicate
lattice work of glass with extremely small pore
sizes (95% Air, 5% Solids), Aerogel, a light, solid
insulating material, and Nanogel®, a Cabot
trade name for a family of silica aerogel
products. Visit www.solar-components.com for
more information.

ENSAR Group, Inc., and EDAW have created
Green Development Programs for New
Communities in order to significantly improve
environmental quality through “Best
Development Practices” for planning, design,
and construction. These programs promote
sustainable design and building practices for

Sustainable Community
Development
Awarded to ENSAR Group/EDAW

large residential and mixed-use developments.
The guidelines directly affect over 20,000
dwelling units in three locations throughout the
United States and are easily replicable for other
new communities. Contact Greg Franta of
ENSAR Group (www.ensargroup.com) or
Cathy Baranger of EDAW (www.edaw.com) for
more information.

This award recognizes the whole building
integrated system design applied to a small
commercial building project in Grand Rapids,
Mich. This project involved an existing vacant
building renovation that did not allow site
orientation decisions to be added (as is
typically available with new construction). The
86,000 square foot building is located in East
Grand Rapids and is historically registered—
circumstances presenting many building
modification challenges to the building owner.
The owner (also a design-build contractor) used
ENERGY-10 software to simulate the building’s
energy performance, thus increasing his
awareness and knowledge of how the software
can provide whole building integrated system

Commercial Buildings: Renovation
Awarded to Mark R. Zoeteman, P.E., of
Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber,
Inc.

SBIC’s “Best Practice” Sustainability Awards received terrific
turnout from the buildings industry.
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###

The Sustainable Buildings Industry Council (SBIC) is an independent, nonprofit organization whose
mission is to advance the design, affordability, energy performance, and environmental soundness
of America’s homes and buildings. SBIC organizes the “Best Practice” Sustainability Awards to

recognize the excellent contributions SBIC members are making to sustainability across America.

design assistance for future environmentally
sensitive projects. Environmentally sensitive
design components included brownfield
redevelopment, alternative transportation,
building reuse, construction waste manage-
ment, recycled materials, and low-emitting
adhesives, sealants, paints, carpet, and
composite wood. Visit www.ftch.com for more
information.

Commercial Buildings: New
(speculative)
Awarded to David Schoenhard,
PA/DSA Architects

The 935/955 First Avenue Corporate Center is
a commercial office building in the Philadelphia
suburban community of King of Prussia in
Upper Merion Township, Pa., redeveloped
from an aging, underutilized manufacturing
site. From inception to completion, this project
set a standard for being the first commercial
office building in the Philadelphia region to
attempt the environmentally responsible goal
of attaining green sustainability. The complex
consists of two buildings, of which only the first
(935 First Avenue) has been completed to date.
This four-story building of approximately
104,000 rentable square feet is registered with
LEED and is designed to the LEED v2.0
standard of 26 points. The project was designed
in 2000 and was completed in 2002. Visit
www.pa-dsa.com for more information.
Architect of record: Cathers & Associates, Inc.
(www.cathers.com)

SBIC also recognized Honorable Mentions in
two categories:

United Solar Ovonic, LLC, (Uni-Solar) is the
manufacturing and marketing leader of
building-integrated photovoltaic solutions for
both the commercial and residential markets.
Uni-Solar’s thin-film, amorphous silicon panels
are durable, lightweight, and flexible, making
them ideal solar energy solutions for all
situations. Visit www.uni-solar.com for more
information.

Innovative Roofing Solutions
(photovoltaic [PV] panels and
durable TPO/EPDM membrane)
Awarded to Uni-Solar (in conjunction
with GenFlex, a leader in single-ply
roofing products)

The Polyisocyanurate Insulation Manufacturers
Association (PIMA) is a national trade associ-
ation that advances the use of polyisocyanurate
(polyiso) insulation. Polyiso is one of the
nation’s most widely used and cost-effective
insulation products. Visit www.pima.org for
more information.

Innovative Insulation System
Awarded to the Polyisocyanurate
Insulation Manufacturers Association


